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They ſball call bis Name Em- 


manuel; which being inter- 
preted, is, God with us. 


| Lord, and do therefore offer a 
8 ſuitable Subject of Meditation 
t this ſolemn Feſtival. Nothing 


can be ſo proper to entertain 
your Thoughts, and enflame your Affections, 
as the Dignity of that Saviour and Maſter 
whoſe Birth you do now commemorate. Your 
Zeal, your Love, and your Joy, will eyer 
riſe in proportion to your high or humble 
Opinion of him; nor can I therefore offer any 
better Motives for them, than this fundamen- 
tal Article of your Chriſtian Faith. 
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They will be the moſt likely to act up to 
their Duty at this time, who at all others be- 
lieve, that this Word that was made Fleſh 
and dwelt amongſt us was in the Beginning 
with God, and was God; and his Birth in 
time by a Virgin, will be more thankfully re- 
membred, by thoſe who believe that hes go- 
ings out were from everlaſiing. How im- 
portant ſhall we think that Errand, upon 
which ſo divine a Meſſenger vouchſafed to 
come; how effectual and extenſive that Diſ- 
penſation of Mercy, that requir'd the Prince 
of Peace to preach and tranſact it in his own 
' Perſon ; how aſtoniſhing ſhall we reckon the 
Condeſcenſion of our Lord, in putting on our 
Fleſh; when by that he diveſted himſelf of 
that Glory which he had before the World 
Was: when for our ſakes the Sovereign be- 
came a Servant, and the Creator of all things 
as one of his Creatures; when he, in whom 
dwelt the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, 
ſtoop'd to the Condition of Mortals, and de- 
bas'd himſelf, and exalted us by his Incarnati- 
on? In ſhort, with what pious Tranſports 
ſhould we refle& upon that tranſcendent My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, whereby we arc taught, 
that God was manifeſted in the Fleſh ? 

They who are truly perſuaded, that the Son 
of God, for whoſe merciful Viſit we have been 
ſolemnly giving Thanks, was the Brightneſ5 
of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon, will want nothing beſides to 

f | convince. 


Coldneſs and Unthankfulneſs 
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convince them of the Bleſſing of his Coming, 
and of their own Obligations for ir. But on 
the other ſide, an injurious Belief, or lefſen- 
ing of our Lord, can produce nothing but 
n this Oc- 
caſion: and it hath therefore generally fo 
happen'd, nor indeed can it happen otherwiſe, 
that they who are diſpos d to underyalue the 
great Author of our Faith, have been very 
inſenſible of the Wiſdom and Mercy of his 
Incarnation. 

In order therefore to em oy your Medita- 
rions ſuitably to this great Chri ian Anniverſa- 
ry, I ſhall, 


I. Explain the Doctrine expreſs d under the 
Name Emmanuel. 

II. Shew the Truth of it, from the particu- 
lar Behaviour of our Lord whilſt on Earth. 


I. I am to 7 the Doctrine imply d un- 
der the Word Emmanuel. 


This Name, which is here beſtow'd upon 
our Lord, will appear upon a ſtrict Inquiry to 
import no leſs than the Manifeſtation and the 
Belief of his Divinity. The Evangeliſt him- 
ſelf hath explain'd the Senſe of the Word Em- 
manuet, by interpreting it God with us; and 
both the Erymology of the Word, and the 
Behaviour of our Lord upon Earth, do juſtify 
the Truth and Propriety of the „ 

e 
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The Text doth not mean, that our bleſſed 
Saviour ſhould be actually call'd by that — 4 
Name, but that his ce in the F 
ſhould be ſuch, as to — that Character 
which was couch'd under the Name; that the 
Bleſſings of his coming ſhould be ſo and 
his Perſon and Authority ſo divine, as to re- 
ſent to all the P of it, the immediate 
reſence of the Lord of Hoſts; that all who 
were Witneſſes of his Appearance, might with 
great truth and believing thankfulneſs ſay, God 
16 with us. 

It ſeems that the Jeu formerly objected a- 
gainſt the Accompliſhment of this Prophecy, 
that Jeſus was never call'd by this Name. 
But they are anſwer' d by Tertullian, that 
they do herein follow the Sound more than 
the Senſe; for that as many as are converted 
from Judaiſm to Chriſtianity do, by acknow- 
ledging our Lord's Divinity, prove and con- 
firm the Completion of this Prediction; if they 
were convinc d from his Incarnation that God 
was with them, then this Appellation of Em- 
manuel was ſtrictly and literally verify'd. 

But this is farther evident from the facred 
Style, whereby Names did more peculiarly ex- 
preſs the Properties of things; they were ac- 
counted very ſignificant, and prophetically ex- 
preſſive, of the Perſon's Station and Character 
to whom they belong' d, or as fo many Omens 


Lib. contra Judæos. 
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and Preſages of the Circumſtances of that time 
in which they were to live. For this Reaſon, 
in man ages of Scripture to be call'd by 
ſuch a Name, ſignifies thoſe Talents and Qua- 
lifications that are denoted by it. 

Thus the ſeveral Names which are foretold 
of our Saviour by the Prophets, do denote 
the Character and Succeſs he met with. If he 
was to be calld wonderful Counſellor, the 
mighty God, the everlaſiing Father, the 
Prince of Peace, this ſignifies that he truly 
was, What he was call'd, and would be de- 
ſervedly acknowledg'd ſo. Thus he is fore- 
told in Feremiah, by the Name of the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs, and in Zachariah, by 
that of the Branch; the former denoting, 
that Juſtification by the new Covenant was 
the Work of divine Power; the latter, the 


great Growth and Propagation of the Goſpel. 
The Name Emmanuel being apply'd to our 
Lord, muſt, according to * of Scrip- 
ture, denote that divine C er of him, 
which all who profeſs to believe in him, muſt 
acknowledge. It reminds us, that he was 
God manifeſied in the Fleſh; and in the 
ſtricteſt Propriety of the Word, God with 
#s. This Appellation not only ſignifies the 
Preſence of God by his ordinary Protection 
and Providence, but by the Incarnation of 


the eternal Son, who is ſo much One with 
his Father, ſo truly the expreſs Image 
of bis Perſon, that he who hath wu 
he 
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the Son hath ſeen the Father alſs. This 
Senſe of the Expreſſion may be juſtify'd from 
the Circumſtances of the Fews, to whom it 
was ſpoke ; they being God's peculiar People, 
had the more immediate Tokens of his Pre- 
ſence among them; there was continually o- 
ver the holy Tabernacle an a ance of 
Glory, in the Shape of a Cloud by Day, and 
a Pillar of Fire by Night. This they call'd 
the Shechinah or Divine Preſence; and ac- 
counted the Continuance of it as a ſure Pledge 
of God's Protection, as an ancient Author o 
ſerves. But as this Appearance of Majeſty was 
to ceaſe with the firſt Temple, they had, to 
comfort them under the want of it, an Aſſu- 
rance, confirm'd by many Predictions, that 
God would be with them, and dwell among 
them; the Lord whom ye ſeek, faith the 
Prophet Malachy, ſhall ſuddenly come in- 
to his Temple, even the Meſſenger of the Co- 
venant whom ye delight in. All which, and 
many other like Paſſages, tho' referr'd by the 
carnal Jews to the Reſtoration of that IJhe- 
chinah or Divine Preſence oyer the Temple, 
were accompliſh'd, when thed/ord was made 
Fleſh and dwelt amongſt us; afid during our 
Redeemer's Incarnation it was true to the 
Letter, that the Tabernacle of God, as St. 
John expreſſeth it, was with Men. 

The ancient Prophecies give more Proofs of 
our Lord's Divinity than is generally thought ; 
for it is obſeryable, that the many magnificent 
| Exprel- 
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Expreſſions ſpoken in them, concerning the 


Greatneſs and Mercy of God, are only appli- 
cable to the Meſſiah, and the Redemption 
wrought for us by him. The 7ews, proba- 
bly before, moſt certainly after, the Incarna- 
tion, interpreted theſe Expreſſions in another 
way ; they ſeem to have been in a great mea- 
{ure Strangers to the Doctrine I am explaining, 
and to have look'd for nothing in the Meſſi- 
ah's Perſon but what was human; nothing in 
the Deliverance to be wrought by him bur 
what was temporal. Their firſt Diſputes with 
the Chriſtians, were not only whether 7e/75 
was the Meſſiah, but whether the Meſſiah was 
to be more than Man ; and therefore it hath 
been an unſucceſsful, as well as uſeleſs Attempt, 
to prove this Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
from ſome obſcure Paſſages of the ancient 

Rabbins. 
The Divinity of our Lord was foretold un- 
der ſuch Terms, which tho' evident to us now, 
et were very dark at their firſt Revelation. 
Till he was declar'd fo be the Son of God 
with Power, and Men's Hearts were foften'd 
and prepar'd by the Spirit of Truth, the World 
was incapable of underſtanding and receiving 
it. It ſeem'd neceſſary to let us into the Know- 
ledge of the Holy 2 by degrees; which 
if it had beed expreſſly diſcover'd at firſt would 
have been hazardous, and have given too 
much Encouragement, by not being well un- 
derſtood, to „ the Gentiles, _ 
Ido- 
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Idolatry in the Fews. So ſublime a Truth 
would have been as diſtaſtful to their unpre- 
par'd Underſtandings *, as too much Light is 
ro weak Eyes: and therefore, though it was re- 
veal'd in the Old Teſtament, yet it was not de- 
ſign'd to be receiv'd as a Matter of Faith, till 
the Conviction of our Lord's Miracles and Re- 
ſurrection, and the Effuſion of the Spirit, made 
way for it. Thoſe Shadows which cover'd this 
Doctrine were ſuited to the Infancy of Religi- 
on, and were not to be taken away till the 
riſing of the Son of Righteouſneſs. 
Our bleſſed Lord himſelf, in compliance 
3 with the Weakneſs and Prejudices of 
is Hearers, ſays very little in his Diſcourſes 
of his own Divinity. This ſeem'd to be one of 
thoſe things which zhey were not as yet able 
to receive. He conſtantly calls himſelf by no 
other Name than the Son of Man; nor doth 
it appear, that his 1 ＋ till after his Re- 
ſurrection, St. Peter only excepted, took him 
for a divine Perſon. He who knew what was 
in Man avoided all Occaſions of offending their 
weak Judgments, by telling them more than 
they were able to bear; and therefore, when 
from calling God Father he was by the jealous 


Jews accus d of making himſelf equal with 
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God, he gave ſuch an Anſwer as was ſuitable 
to his Compaſſion for them, and his Regard 
to the Truth; he reply'd in ſuch a manner, 
as neither to diſown the thing, nor yet by 
ſaying too much of it to ſhock and offend 
them. He chole rather to ſer forth his Divi- 
nity by his authoritative Preaching and Mira- 
cles, than by formal expreſs Declarations; 
and his doing more than cyer Man did, ex- 
torted a Confeſſion even from his Enemics, 
that he was truly the Son of God. But tho 
Jeſus himſelf was very cautious of making 
overt Declarations of this kind, his Apoſtles 
after his Aſcenſion ſeem not to be ſo. The 
three former Evangeliſts do indeed fay the 
lcaſt of this Doctrine, either becauſe the 
thought the Hiſtory of his Life and Actions 
the beſt Proof of it, or that it was ſufficient- 
ly maintain'd in the Inſtitution of Baptiſm. 
St. Paul, who wrote later, and faw ſome He- 
reſies in their Infancy, is fuller and more ex- 
reſs in his Aſſertions of our Lord's Divinity; 
he St. John, who liv'd late enough to be 
witnels of the Violence and great Growth of 
the Ebionites and Ceriuthiaus, who deny'd 
this Doctrine, ſeems to have wrote his Goſpel 
in direct Oppoſition to them. He therefore 
more clearly than the reſt affirms, that the 
Jord was God; that all things were made 
by him, and that theſe things were written 


that we might believe that eſis is the Son 
of God. 


B 2 Thus 
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Thus much then may be inferr'd from the 
Whole, that the calling of our Lord by the 
Name of Enmanuel, doth ſignify the Manife- 
ſtation of God in the Fleſh; and is therefore 
an expreſs Aſſertion of the Divinity of him 
that was ſo call'd; that the Jeu probably 
did not ſo explain this, and other Prophecies 
relating to the Meſſiah, as to believe him a 
divine Perſon; nor were they qualify'd to re- 
ceive this Doctrine, till they were inſtructed 
by Chriſt, and enlightned by the Holy Spirit. 
And laſtly, that our bleſſed Lord choke rather 
to ſet forth his divine Character by his Acti- 
ons than his Diſcourſes; and left the fuller 
Declarations of it ro be made by his Apo- 
ſtles, after his Aſcenſion. I ſhall therefore con- 
clude this Head with a noted Paſſage of Ba- 
ruch, This is our God, and there ſhall none 
other be accounted of in compariſon of him. 
He hath found out all the way of Knowledge, 
and hath gon it unto Jacob his Servant, 
and Iſrael bis Beloved. Afterward did he 
ſhew himſelf upon Earth, and converſed 
with Men. 


I come now in the ſecond Place, to ſhew 
the Truth of the Doctrine of the Text, thus 
cxplain'd, from our Saviour's Behaviour. 

And the firſt Argument of this may be ta- 
ken from the Style and Manner of his Preach- 
ing. St. Matthew obſerves, that our Savi- 
dur taught as one having Authority, and not 

as 
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as the Scribes. The Manner of his Inſtru- 


ctions, which he utter'd rather as a Prince 
than an Ambaſſador, ſhews him to be God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh. If he had come in- 
ro the World with a delegated and inferior 
Commiſſion, he would not have given the 
Terms of Salvation in his own Name. He 
could not, without being One with his Fa- 
ther, have aſſum'd ſo much of his Authority, 
as to declare theſe Rules of Obedience in the 
Goſpel, as from himſelf. 

The Prophets and Teachers who went be- 
fore, deliver'd all their Inſtructions in the 
Name of God who ſent them; nor did they 
aſſume any other Character, than that of be- 
ing the Meſſengers and Interpreters of God's 
Will. They introduc'd their Admonitions 
with, thus ſaith the Lord; but our Lord with 
that Authority which became the Son of God, 
taught his Diſciples in another Style, and 
therefore ſpeaks in his own Name: Ze have 
heard, faith he, what hath been ſaid by them 
of old time; but I ſay unto you. This like- 
wiſe is the more remarkable, that he herein 
oppoſeth his own Injunctions to thoſe of Mo- 
ſes; and exceeds the uſual Commiſſion of a 
Prophet, in altering and amending the old 
Law, which had been given by divine Appoint- 
ment. | 

It is very evident, and is withal an undoubt- 
ed Argument of our Lord's Divinity, that in 
his Sermon upon the Mount, he did not 2 

reſcue 
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reſcue the Law from the falſe and narrow In- 
terpretations of Doctors, but actually added 
to the Matter of it, by requiring ſome more 
perfect Rules of Obedience than had been 
enacted before. But he not only improv'd 
the Obligations of the moral Precepts, but ſet 
aſide, which requir'd ſtill a higher Commiſſi- 
on, thoſe of the Ceremonial. No leſs Perſon 
than ſuch as we believe the Chriſtian Law- 
giver to be, could have ſer aſide thoſe Pre- 
cepts, which it was made criminal by divine 
Revelation, to add to or diminiſh. For what 
other Authority than that which enactcd the 
Law conld repeal it; and how evidently there- 
fore muſt he be God with us, who could al- 
ter a divine Inſtitution ; and by making a new 
Covenant cancel the old one, which had been 
proclaim'd in all the Pomp of Majeſty, and 
even by the Voice of God himſclt? 

The going of our Saviour into the Moun- 
tain to teach his Diſciples, hath been obſerv'd 
by the Ancicnts to be an Imitation of the De- 
livery of the Law from Mount Sina; and 
the Manner in which he there deliver'd his 
Sermon, being different from all Prophets and 
Teachers before, ſhews that he taught his 
Goſpel with equal Authority. Conformably 
to this authoritative way of Speaking, he calls 
the Goſpel my Doctrine, my Words, and my 
Say;mgs; and the Apoſtles in like man- 
ner, call their Preaching the Doctrine of 
Chriſt ; which Appellations could not be ap- 
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ply d to any other than God manifeſted in the 
Fleſh; and therefore are a certain Proof that 
he was ſo. 

Another Proof which our Lord gave of his 
own Divinity, may be taken from the Promi- 
fes which he made his Diſciples. 

His Promiſes do as evidently ſhew him to 
be God with us, as his Inſtructions. He takes 

n him to promiſe in his own Name all the 
Bleſſings of the new Covenant; the Accep- 
tance of our Prayers is obtain'd by his Inter- 
ceſſion, and the Pardon of Sins by his Satis- 
faction. Whatſoever you ſhall ask the Fa- 
ther in my Name, I will do it. How. truly 
then doth he, by aſſuring us of theſe his Me- 
rits in our behalf, aſſume a divine Character; 
how much doth he appear One with his Fa- 
ther, who could be ſucceſsful for all that ask 
in his Name; for what creatcd Being, whoſe 
Faculties, and the Exerciſe of them are the 
Gift of divine Mercy, could claim ſo much 
ar the Throne of Grace, as to intercede for 
others; what Creature, how exalted ſoever 
in his Capacitics or Performances, can diſ- 
charge his own Obligations for them ? 

All created Beings are, in the Sight of him 
who made them, unprofitable and undeſerving; 
and are ſo far from having the Title to inter- 
cede for others, that they cannot ſatisfy for 
themſelves. Their Virtues encreaſe their Obli- 
gations, and the more Good they do, they 
are ſo much more indebted for the Power of 


doing 
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doing it: the more perfect they are in their 
Operations, the leſs qualify'd they are, if 
they conſider from whence they deriv'd their 
Perfections, to be Mediators and Interceſſors; 
they owe for their Merits the greater Debt to 
the divine Bounty ; and the beſt and moſt per- 
fect of Creatures, are the moſt oblig'd to Hu- 
mility and Thankfulneſs. 

Our Lord therefore by undertaking, that 
our Prayers and Endeavours are accepted in 
and through him, doth evidently declare the 
Truth of his Divinity. The Work of Salya- 
tion, which he aſcribes to himſelf, ſhews him 
to be ſuperior to all created a how per- 
fect and exalted ſoever; and we, by profeſſing 
him to be our Saviour and Mediator, do at 
the ſame time acknowledge him our Lord and 
our God. This Argument hath been therefore 
us d by the ancient Fathers, againſt thoſe He- 
reticks which were Enemies to our Lord. And 
it isobſerv'd by * [renzus, that the Ebionites 
will be particularly condemn'd ; for how can 
they be /au'd, if God upon Earth hath not 
wrought their Salvation. 

Bur if our Saviour takes upon him a divine 
Character, in aſſuring us of the Recommen- 
dation of our Prayers to his Father, how 
much more doth he ſo, when he promiſeth 
the Succeſs of them, as from himſelf. yon 


—— 
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ſhall ask any thing in my Name, faith he, 1 
will do it. He doth manifeſtly ſhew his U- 
nion and Equality with the Father, in aſcrib- 
ing the ſame Actions in common to both. 
Thus tho' he tells his Diſciples that he will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall ſend them a- 
not her Comforter, yet he elſewhere promiſes 
to ſend them that Comforter himſelf And 
for the ſame Reaſon that bleſſed Spirit is pro- 
miſcuouſly call'd the Spirit of God, and the 
Spirit of Chriſt. If our Lord then be the 
Giver of that Holy Spirit, muſt he not be ac- 
counted that who. giveth Grace to the 
Humble? In like manner the Reſurrection is 
not only call'd the Work of God through 
Chriſt, but the Work of Chriſt himſelf. - He 
that eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, 
faith our Saviour, hath eternal Life, and 1 
will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 

But his Promiſe of being in the midſt of his 
Followers, when they are gathered together 
in his Name, and of continuing always with 
them unto the end of the World, is ſtill a more 
cvident Proof of his divine Attributes. What 
can look more like Omnipreſence, than to af- 
firm, that wherever Prayers are made in, his 
Name, there is he ready to hear and to accept 
them? How could he 3 more reſembling 
the Style of divine Majeſty, than to promiſe 
his Diſciples to be ever with them; to protect 
them by his Power, and aſſiſt them by his 
Grace, to the end of the World? The Pro- 


1 miſes 
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miſes then of the Holy Spirit, of Reſurrecti- 
on to Life eternal, and of Preſence and Pro- 
tection at all times, which are made by our 
Lord in his own Name, as well as his Fathers, 
are fuch as could be made by no ſubor- 
dinate created Being; and therefore ſhew him, 
who hath both made and rm'd them, to 
be truly and properly God with us. 

Another Proof of our Lord's Divinity ec 


7 
be taken from that Duty and Worſhip whi 
he requir'd of his Followers. 

Our Lord did in this Reſpect act up to the 
Dignity and Character of a divine Perſon. He 
accepted of that Homage from his * 
r y and innocently to 
no other than the Sovereign of the World. 
All Wortfhip of Creatures, and fuch was Chriſt 
if he was not God manifeſted in the Fleſh, is 
inconſiſtent with our Duty to the Creator, 
and is exprefily forbid by that Revelation 
which our Saviour came not to deſiyoy but 
ro fall. When St. John * worſhipp'd the 
Angel, he was check'd by him, and told, See 
thow do it not, for I am thy Fellow Servant, 
and of thy Brethren the Prophets — worſhip 
God. Thus, beyond all doubr, would the 
meek and humble Jet likewiſe have check'd 
the forward Reſpect of his Followers, if he 
had nor defir'd ro be thought by them God 
with m; he would have been cautious of per- 
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mitting any Worſhip to be paid to him, which 
was not his due, and which rivalFd the Glory 
of the Almighty. But we read of no Exam- 
ples of this kind in any of the Goſpels ; when 
his Followers and Diſciples did, upon ſeveral 
Occaſions, fall down and worſhip him, he was 
lo far from charging them with Superſtition 
and Idolatry, that he approv'd of their Wor- 


ſhip. 

Gur our Lord did not only it and con- 
nive at the Homage and R 4 
ciples, but in plain and expreſs Terms demand- 

it. Tor believe in God, ſaith he, believe 
alſo in me. Now Belief fignifies Truſt and 
Confidence, which are certainly ſinful, when 
plac'd in any other than the — 1 By bid- 
ing them believe in him eq with the 
Father, he doth implicitly tell them; (Ve 
« have confidence in your heavenly Father's 
« Goodneſs, have likewiſe ſo in me, 


whom that Goodneſs is convey'd ; apply 
« to me at all times for my Protection, be- 
« lieve me to be your Mediator and Inter- 
« ceſſor; and in that believe me to be your 
« Lord and your God”. He doth therefore 
hereby require that Truſt and Confidence in 
himſelf, which are not due to any leſs Perſon, 

than to him who was One with the Father : 
| and, that he may not ſeem hereby to require 
Ihe only a ſubordinate and inferior degree of Wor- 
ſhip, he teaches in another Place, that a// 


| Men ſhould worſhip the Son as they worſhip 
| C 2 the 
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the Father; he that worſhippeth not the 
Son, worſhippeth not the Father that ſent 
him. It is therefore worthy of Enquiry, how 
ſome modern Hereticks can pretend to wor- 
ſhip and pray to our Lord as the Goſpel re- 
quires; and yet not confeſs him to be One 
with his Father, and over all God bleſſed 
for ever. They who pray to, and worſhip 
one, whom they believe to be a created, ſub- 
ordinate and dependent Being, are moſt cer- 
tainly guilty of Idolatry ; and therefore to at 
cofifiencly „they ſhould either difown his 
Worſhip, or acknowledge his Divinity. 

I have By this time, as I hope, made good 
the Doctrine of my Text from the ſingle Be- 
haviour of our Lord himſelf, without citin 
the many other Texts of Scripture which do 
abundantly prove it. Ir is plain from the 
whole, that he did not ſo much declare his 
Divinity in expreſs Words, as fer it forth in 
his Actions; but that he withal, ſufficiently 
ſhew'd his Intention that we ſhould believe ir. 
His' Commands, his Promiſes, and above all, 
the Worſhip which he requires of his Diſciples, 
are ſufficient Proofs that he deſerv d the — 

of Emmanuel, and was, to the Truth of the 
| Letter, God with us. But if he appear'd fo 
truly God with us in the Humiliation of his 
firſt Coming, how much more evidently will 
he appear fo in the Glory and Triumph of his 
ell : if whilſt he was deſpis'd and rejected 


of Men, he aſſum'd fo much of his * 
X ow 
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how much more of it, to the Comfort of his 
Friends, and the Confuſion of his Enemies, 
will he diſplay, when he returns in the Splen- 

dor of King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ? 
But in order farther to juſtify the Interpre- 
tation which I have given of our Lord's Be- 
haviour, I would make a few ſhort Obſeryati- 
ons. And in the firſt Place, I would conſi- 
der the Character of J7eſus and his Diſciples. 
Though the Expreſſions of Scripture which 
prove his Divinity were obſcure, which indeed 
they are not, yet the Conſiderations of his 
great Compaſſion and Condeſcenſion ſhould 
determine us to the more favourable Meaning. 
Can we ſuppoſe, that he, who was the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, ſhould by doubtful 
Expreſſions lead us into Miſtakes about the 
the Object of our Worſhip: could the meek 
and humble Jes, who ſeem'd not to /eekt 
his own Glory, give any Occafion to rival 
unjuſtly the Glory of his Father ? Could he 
| who in all other things took not upon him ſo 
much as Man, yet in this Point take upon 
him more; and at leaſt in doubtful Terms, ar- 
rogate the Name and Worſhip of the Deity ? 
If he had not been willing to be thought God 
with us, he would conſiſtently with that 
have told them; © You muſt believe in God, 
but not in me; you will baptize and do 
« Miracles, but do neither of theſe in = 

Name; I am not your Lord but your Fe 
low Servant, and therefore give not me that 
« Worſhip 
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« Worſhip which belongs only to the Fa- 
c ther; though I have by Impropriety of 
« Speech aſſum d the Name and Attributes of 
« the Godhead, yet thoſe Expreſſions mean 
« ſomething very different; and be aſſur d, 


« that in all Ages the trueſt Interpreters of 
« my Will, prove the moſt violent Oppo- 
&« fers to my divine Charafter”. Thus would 
have e the Teacher of Truth, and the 
of all Humility, if he had diſapprov d 
Doctrine, which was early receiv'd by 
Diſciples, and hath been the Teſt and 
Mark of his true Followers ever fince. 

But as the Humility of our Lord, which 
as very evident upon all other Occaſions, 
made him incapable of exceeding in any Ex- 
preſſions relating to himſelf, ſo the Diſpoſiti- 
on of his Diſciples doth the fame. They were 
not bred up in Heathen Countries, where Po- 
lytheiſm was faſhionable, and where divine 
Honours were commonly paid to dead Mor- 
tals; but being all of them Jews, belong'd 
to a Nation ſtrict in the Worſhip of one God, 
and at that time very jealous of any Tenden- 
cy to Idolatry ; notwithſtanding we do not 
find that they were ever offended at their 
Maſter, or divided among themſelves about 
this Doctrine; tho' they were zealous for the 
Worſhip of one God, yet they thought the 
Worſhip of the Son conſiſtent with ir, and 
they ſeem'd to underſtand the Unity Perſons 
in the Godhead ſo well, as to believe that 


he 
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he who worſhipp'd the Son, worſhipp'd the 
Father alſo. 

Let us farther conſider the Belief of the pri- 
mitive Church, which 1. * be of ſome 
Weight with every good Chriſtian. Nothing 
is fo clear from Hiſtory, as that our Saviour's 
Divinity, was receiy'd as a neceſſary Article of 
Faith in the firſt and pureſt Ages. I ſhall not 
here trouble you with any Citations to prove 
this; but think it abundantly evident, from 


their Strictneſs with which they obſerv'd the 
Form of Baptiſm, their triple Immerſion be- 
ing an Argument of their Belicf of the Trini- 

This Fact likewiſe from the Er- 


rors of the firſt Hereticks; who generally a- 
* in affirming, that our Lord was cruci- 

ed only in appearance: the Faith of the 
Church in this Point was then ſo unmov'd, 
that the greater part of the falſe Chriſtians run 
into the exceſs of this Doctrine; and choſe 
rather to deny the Truth of our Saviour's In- 
carnation, than to queſtion that of his Divini- 
ty. Pliny in his Letter to Trajan, giv- 
ing an Account of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
obſeryes, that one part of their Religion was 
to to ſing Hymns to Chriſt as God. And the 
Scoffs of Lucian, together with the Objecti- 
ons of Porphyry and Celſius, who were two 
implacable Enemies of our Faith, are ſuffici- 
ent Teſtimonies of this Fact, that our Lord 
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was by his Followers at that time acknow- 
ledg'd ro be God. 

The early Reception of this Doctrine, and 
the Continuance of it ever ſince, ſhould de- 
termine the Senſe of Scripture to the Ortho- 
dox ſide, though the Expreſſions of it upon 


this Head were, as they certainly are not, 
doubtful and i . For is it credible, 
that Zeſis Chriſt ſhould promiſe to be with 
his Followers to the end of the World, and 
et ſuffer them to be ever ſince miſtaken a- 
himſelf? that he ſhould aſſure them of a 
Spirit to lead them into all Truth, and yet 
permit them to be led into Errors of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence? Can it be ſuppos d, 
that thoſe glorions Martyrs and Confeſſors 
ſhould wilfully innovate or ert that Faith 
for which they choſe to ſuffer ? Muſt not the 
_ Chriſtian Doctrine, like all other Inſtitutions, 
have been moſt pure ar its Fountain Head ? Is 
our Belief to be modelVd and explain'd afreſh, 
after a Preſcription of ſeventeen hundred 
Years ? Or laſtly, Is the great Apoſtaſy of 
the latter Times, which is to frequently fore- 
rold by the Scriptures, delcrib'd by a too grear 
Relj to the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faich; or is it not rather explain'd by denying 
the Lord that bought them x 

Bur let us farther conſider the Terms of this 
Doctrine; and try from thence, whether it 
could be, as moſt Errors are, agreeable to hu- 
man Diſpoſitions and Underſtandings. This 
great 
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great Myſtery of Godlineſs, by which we be- 

ieve God manifeſted in the Fleſh, is of too 
ſublime a Nature to be the Matter of human 
Invention. When Men form to themſelves 
Opinions oppoſite to Truth, they are gene- 
rally led by ſome human Views of Pride or 
Eaſe, or ſome temporal Profit; but none of 
theſe Motives could have any part in the Be- 
lief of our Lord's Divinity. If this Article of 
our Faith had been the Product of human 
Thought, it would have appear'd to be fo, in 
being more proportion'd ro our Capacities. 
The Pride of Man is more diſpos'd to debaſe 
the Myſteries of Religion than to exalt them, 
and more readily embraces that which it can 
with caſe comprehend, and with reputation 
explain. If the Diſciples of our Lord there- 
fore had follow'd their own Notions and Hu- 
mours, in diſcourſing about him, they would 
have rather repreſented him a mere Creature, 
which would have made more Converts, and 
have been leſs expos'd to the Objections of 
Hereticks, and the Scofts of Unbelievers. The 
| Reception of it could not ariſe from any o- 


ther Views of —_—_— Advantage, ſince it is 
nothing a- kin to tho 


ſe Opinions which have 
been imputed to Prieſt craſt; nor have been 
promoted by ſecular * & for on the con- 
trary, it oblig'd the Profeſſors of it to greater 
Strictneſs of Life, and expos d them the more 
to Perſecution. Nor, laſtly, hath this Notion 
ariſen, which is a modern and falle Suggeſtion, 
D from 
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from any faſhionable Sett of Opinions pre- 
vailing at the Riſe of Chriſtianity. Some mo- 
dern Hereticks, in order to expoſe the Ho- 
ctrine of the Trinity, have referr'd the Ori- 
ginal of it to ſome Platonick Philoſophers, 
who grafted their own Sentiments upon the 
Go Whereas it is certain, that the firſt 
Chriſtians had an utter Contempt, not to fa 
Deteſtation of Platoni ſin, which they look'd 
upon as the Bulwark of Pagan Superſtition. 
he great Revivers of that Sect in the third 
Century, were the moſt avow'd Enemies and 
Perſecutors of our Holy Faith; and the Opi- 
nions of it relating to the Deity, are ſo far 
from agreeing with the orthodox Belief of the 
Trinity, that they evidently expreſs the Ari- 
an Hereſy ; and beyond all doubt, gave ad- 
vantage to that, and other dangerous Opi- 
nions. 
I would obſcrve one thing more of this Do- 
ctrine; and that is, the Coniiſtency of it with 
the low and afflicted Condition of our Lord 
on Earth. It is no Objection againſt the 
Truth I have been hitherto explaining, that 
our Saviour 20 in all things like to ut, Sin 
only excepted. His Griefs and Sufferings, to- 
gether with the low Expreſſions he uſeth con- 
cerning himſelf, are the uences of his 
Manifeſtation, and are not to be accounted 
Objections 


againſt his Divinity, but Proofs of 
his Humaniry. As he was both God and Man, 
he ſometimes, as he faw occaſion , ated in 


One 
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one Character, and ſomerimes in the other: 
He partook of the common Condition and 
Circumſtances of human Nature, and yet gave 
evident Demonſtrations of his being God, ma- 
nifeſted in the Fleſh. He, as a common Man, 
ſenſible of Paſſions and Affections, wept for 
Lazarus; as God, hc rais'd him from the 
Dead ; in the one Capacity he laid down his 
own Life, in the other he had Power to rake 
it again; he ſuffer d the Pain of Hunger and 
Thirſt, and yet could, when he pleaſed, feed 
five tho with a Miracle ; he receiv'd the 
Holy Spirit as for himſelf, and yer could up- 
on occaſion, beſtow it upon others : and there- 
fore in one Senſe it was true, that his Father 
was greater than he, and in another that he 
and his Father were one. Theſe ſeemingly 
differently Expreſſions are not Contradictions 
in Scripture, bur Arguments of both Natures 
in our bleſſed Lord. 

I conclude from the whole, that our Lord 
could not have given greater Proofs of his 
Divinity, conſiſtently with his Manifeſtation 
inthe Fleſh; and that he falfill'd the Predicti- 
on of the Text, in declaring himſelf, and be- 
ing fo acknowledg'd by all his true Diſciples, 
God with us. If any ont of a carnal Pride, 
are for rejeQing this myſterious Union from 
the Difficulty of conceiving it, let them ac- 


count for the Union of two fo different Sub- 


ſtances as Soul and Body in one Perſon ; let 
them ſhew the Poſſibility of a created n., 
D 2 of 


28 Hlain Notions of 


of a dependent and inferior Redeemer. But 
it is certain, that theſe deſpiſers of Myſte- 
ries are not without as great Myſteries of their 
own; and it is not more difficult to believe, 
that our Redeemer was both God and Man, 
than that one who was not ſo, ſhould ſave 
and redeem Mankind. The true Chriſtian 
ſhould ſo far ſubmit his Reaſon to Faith, as to 
believe ſome things, which he, as yet knows 
only in ; he ſhould not carry his Curioſi- 
ty into ſuch things, as neither his Faculties 
enable him, nor his Neceſſities require him, 
to comprehend: he ſhould rather entertain 
his Mind with the Bleſſings, than with the 
Manner and Circumſtances of the Incarnati- 
on; and inſtead of queſtioning his Saviour's 
Dignity, admire his Condeſcenſion. 


I would now in the laſt place, conſider the 
practical Tendency of this Doctrine to pro- 
mote Chriſtian Diſpoſitions; and do preſume, 
that the Uſefulneſs of believing it will be till 
a farther Argument of its Trurh, and vindicate 
our excellent Church, in making it a neceſ- 
fary Article of Communion. 
1. Then, The Belief of God manifeſted in 
the Fleſb, may inſpire a Chriſtian with a great- 
er meaſure of Hope and Comfort. | 
The Apoſtle St. Paul obſerves, that there 
is great Joy and Comfort in believing ; but 
whatever there is of this kind, it is wholly 
owing to this Doctrine which I have been 
hitherto 
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hitherto explaining. The divine Character of 
our great Lord, is a moſt effectual Aſſurance 
of the Means of Salvation; without this we 
ſhould with reaſon diſtruſt rhe Greatneſs or 
the Uncertainty of the Evangelical Promiſes ; 
our Preaching would be vain, and your Faith 
would be alſo vain. But the true Belief of 
our Lord's Divinity, is the moſt comfortable 
Article of the Chriſtian Regen, and. is thar 

Anchor of the Soul ſure and ſtedfaſt. For he 
who truly believes in the great Author and Fi- 
niſher of his Faith, can he think that to be 
little which he hath purchas'd, or that to be 
uncertain which he hath promis d? How lir- 
tle reaſon will he have to doubt the Accep- 
tance of his Prayers, when they a re- 
commended by a divine Interceſſor? How 
little will he be afraid of the Terrors of Men, 
when that Lord, whoſe Name he profeſſes, 
and for whoſe Truth he ſuffers, is King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords: how eaſily will 
he promiſe himſelf Conqueſt over his ſpiritual 
Enemies, when from his Belief in Chriſt he is 
aſſur d, that greater is he who zs in uc, than 
he who zs iu the World? Laſtly, With how 
full an Aſſurance of Hope may he look forward 
to the Joys of the next Life, when they, as 
great as they are, do not exceed the infinite 
Merits of a divine Redeemer, in which he is 
a Sharer ? ho is he, faith the Apoſtle, that 
overcometh the World, but he that believeth 
that Jeſus is the Son of God? 


Bur 
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But on the other ſide, the contrary Opi- 
nion, which denies our Lord's Divinity, 2. 
diſtant from Comfort, Joy, and Peace, as it 
is from the Truth of the Goſpel: The Confi- 
dence of ſuch half Believers is either criminal 
or jous ; it is either plac'd in their own 
weak Performances, or in the Merits of a 
Creature ſuch as themſelves. 

2. The Belief of God manifeſted in the 
Fleſh, gives a greatcr Authoriry to the Go- 
ipel. They who truly believe in our Lord, 
will with all Readineſs ſubmit ro rhe Terms 
of his Covenant; but if they miſtake or un- 
dervalue the Dignity of the Teacher, they 
will have the leſs regard to his Inſtructions. 
If an Angel had come from Heaven with pro- 
22 to propoſe new Terms of O- 
bedience, what Folly and Arrogance would it 
be for Mortals to diſobey? But how much 
ſtronger Arguments have we for that Obedi- 
ence which we owe to the Son of God? He, 
not as an Ambaſſador, but as a Sovereign, 
proclaims Peace and Pardon to his rebellious 
Subjects, and doth himſelf ſet forth thoſe 
Terms upon which he will beſtow them. 
Wich what Reverence then ſhould we receive, 
with what Diligence ſhould we ſearch, and 
with what Faithfulneſs ſhould we follow thoſe 
Words of eternal Life, which he left behind 
him? As often as we hear the Goſpel, we 
ſhould imagine that we hear divine Wiſdom 
ſpeaking with a due Mixture of 2 

an 
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and Condeſcenſion, and ſhould for our Parts 
take care that ſo divine a Teacher may not 


r 


ſeem to have taught in vain. The 
nity of our Lord Jeſus, who vouchſaf d to 
reach us, requires the greater Reverence to 
his Inſtructions, and doth likewiſe make ir 
our greater Guilt if we diſobey them. See, 
faith the Apoſtle, that you deſpiſe not him 
that ſpeaketh ; for if they eſtaped not who 
* him who ſpoke on Earth, bote much 
leſs we who rejett him that ſpeaketh from 
Heaven. 
3. The Belief of God manifeſted in the 
- Fleſh ſhews the great Mercy and Price of the 
Redemption. He who is moſt ſincere and or- 
thodox in his Faith, will be moſt apt to be 
ſenſible of the great Mercy and Condeſcen- 
ſion of our Lord's Manifeſtation ; but the He- 
reticks muſt be, as they indeed generally arc, 
very inſenſible of this great Salvation; their 
Gratitude will riſe in proportion to their Be- 
lief, and if they think contemptuouſly of the 
Redeemer, they will ſcarce prize the Redem- 
ption; but they who from the Dignity of 
Chriſt, are perſuaded how much ir coſt ro 
redeem their Souls, can want no Motives to 
Love and Thankfulneſs. How great muſt a 
true Believer eſteem the Condeſcenſion of the 
Son of God, by which he for our ſakes came 
from Heaven to Earth, and was made in all 
things like unto us, Sin only excepted? How 
merciful was this Work of Redemption in the 
Deſign, 
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Deſign, how wiſe in the Execution, how con- 
ſiſtent both with Juſtice and Goodneſs, that 
we ſhould neither be c * by Impunit y, 
nor terrify d by unavoidable Judg 4 ; _ 
our Saviour ſhould ſo put away _—_— 
Sacrifice of himſelf, he the Sinner 
conceive a Horrour for his Guilt, 2 = 
have Hope and Comfort in his Repentance? 
This great ext Myſtery i both in the ſaving Ef- 
fects - it, and the Price which it coſt, the 
eateſt Inſtance of divine Goodneſs which 
ankind could receive. The other Mercies 
of Providence, by which we live, move, and 
have our Being, are neither ſo expenſive to 
God the Giver, nor ſo beneficial to us, as the 
Work of the Redemption. The Almighty 


can _— _ his Hand, and fill all rhings 
r 


living wit eouſneſs; he can repleniſh, 
Pura and protect them with the ſame 


Fiat with which he created them: But 
Incarnation of the Son of God doth, 
both in the Effect and the Expence of it, far 
exceed all other Bleſſings. This ſhews the 
Love of God to the — Advantage, but 
is utterly loſt upon thoſe who account the 
Blood of the Covenant a common thin 

The Meditations upon the 1 of di- 
vine Love to Mankind ſhould be the pious 
Employment of this Seaſon; our Minds 
ſhould be at this time awaken'd to that My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, by which God was mani- 
feſted in the Fleſh. Our Joy for that Salva- 


tion, 
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tion, which we now commemorate, ſhould 
be great as the Occaſion, but yet ſnould be 
e and innocent as our Profeſſion. We 
carefully and conſcientiouſly avoid 
thoſe faſhionable Exceſſes of the on, and 
employ our ſelves as our Church directs, and 
our ſpiritual Neceſſities require, in pious Ex- 
erciſes and deyout Meditations. We ſhould 
not at the Feaſt of our Saviour's Nativity 
ive in to thoſe ſinful Liberties which he was 
rn to aboliſh and to atone for, and whilſt 
we are commemorating the Bleſſing of the 
Redemption, do it in ſo improper a manner, 
as to forfeit our own ſhare in it. 

But the Concluſion I would make from this 
whole Diſcourſe, is to entreat you in that Sa- 
viour's Name, for whom I have been ſpeak- 
ing, to be very zealous for his Dignity and 
divine Character, in Oppoſition to the here- 
tical Notions now growing among us. The 
Circumſtances of the Time make ir neceſſary 
to adviſe you to contend earneſtly for ſo 
fundamental an Article of that Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints. This is a 
Matter of that Importance to Religion, that 
all Coldneſs in it is criminal, and all Indiffe- 
rence Defection. Think not therefore, that 
when you contend for the Divinity of our 
bleſſed Lord, you ſtrive for any thing leſs 
than for your baptiſmal Profeſſion, for the 
Teſt of Chriſtianit y, and for the Pledge and 
Earneſt of your Salvation; think not mm 

E the 
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the contrary Opinion ſhould prevail, it would 
prove only a Matter of mere Speculation, but 
will undoubredly add to our national Sins, 
and even be a means of removing the Can- 
dleſtick of the Goſpel out of its Place. How 
extenſive this Error, or how mew the Puniſh- 
ment of it may be to us, God, who knows 
the Hearts and governs the Affairs of Men, 
can only tell; but this we may affirm, that 
if ever the Oppoſition to our Lord's Divi- 
nity be publickly avow'd, we have reaſon 
from the Experience of other Countries to 
fear that we have already fill'd up the Mea- 
ſure of our Iniquities. 

It is worthy of Obſervation, that when Men 
have once ſtep'd aſide from this Doctrine bur 
never fo little, they have ſeldom ſtop'd there, 
but have gone from one length of doubting 
to another, till they have wander d from their 
whole Faith. And this therefore may give an 
Account why Mabometiſin found ſo caſy 
Progreſs in thoſe Parts of the Eaſtern Coun- 


tries, where Ariani ſin moſt prevail d; for af- 


ter thoſe unhappy Hereticks had once parted 


with the true and orthodox Belief of our 
Lord, they had nothing leſt to reſt upon; 
and from doubting whether he was God ma- 
nifeſted in the Fleſh, they ſoon diſown'd him 
from being their Saviour and Mediator. We 
have the more reaſon to be zealous in this 
Point, becauſe as a Defection from the Faith 
in the latter Times is frequently foretold in 


the 
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the Goſpel, ſo that Defection is deſcrib'd by 
no one Character ſo much as the Denial of 
the Lord who bought them: And who can 
ſo truly be ſaid to do this, as they who de- 
ny that Character, and thoſe Merits by which 
he did ſo ? 


Let us then, as being aſſur'd of our Lord's 
firſt coming, and firmly _—_— his ſecond, 
adhere to and reverence his adorable Divi- 
nity ; let us, according to our ſeveral Capa- 
cities, oppoſe the Growth of thoſe Novel O- 
pinions, which are ſo oppoſite to Truth, ſo 
affronting to our great Maſter, and fo dan- 
gerous to the Souls of Men; let us for our 
Parts be active in promoting his Honour on 
Earth, as we are aſſur'd he is managing our 
Intereſt above; ler us thus confeſs our Sa- 


viour before Men, that he may confeſs us 
before bis Father in Heaven. - 
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